























Nume, XXXVI. 


The LA Y-MONK. 





Tantum cupit illa rogari. 


Pe se 


Ovid. 


Ecce ego fum fattus feeminadePuero. Aufon * 





From Wepnespay, February 3. 


in ee donieiasalich 


tO i RYDAY, February 5. 1713. 





B: feveral Letters to the Society of late, we 


perceive that our Correfpondents have 

made the fame notable Difcovery concern- 
ing the Lay-Monaftery and the Lay-Nannery, name- 
ly, that neither of our Orders are fo ftrictly bind~ 
ing as they feem’d at firlt to pretend. Some 
of thefe Writers of Epiftles tell us freely, that 
they perceive we mean only to purfue a more 
refin’d fort of Pleafure ; that they do not hear 
of any Severities among us, and that even Sir 
Eustace himfelf is not the Man they took him 
for. On the other hand, it is fuppos’d that the 
Lay-Nuns are not under any Vows of Virginity 5 
and fome preterid to fay, that they have feveral 


good Fellow/frips in their Gift, and are bound b 
the Statutes of thcir Order to unite eheix Lacerel 


in a common Stock, and to difpofe of one another 
in Marriage, according to Seniority, by the firft 
favourable Opportunity. 

The Perfon that animadverted upon us the moft 
feverely at our firft Foundation, was the Juftice of 
Peace whom I formerly mention’d. This Gentle- 
man has long fince been convine’d of his Error, 
and having drank a Bottle of Wine with Mr. Free- 
MAN, foon told his Neighbours, that He had found 
us out, and that he him a7; was as much a Monn aw 
any of us. Nep, froma Coffee-houfe Acquaint- 
ance with him, is grown into a Familiarity in his 
Family, dines there once or twice a Week, and 
drinks Tea and plays at Whisk with his Wife and 
Daughters. I muit here obferve by the by, that 
Nep, among his agreeable Singularities, has a 
furprizing Way of growing, without taking an 
Pains for it, into Favour with Men of the aye | 
oppofite Characters to himfelf imaginable. The 
Tuttice is a Man of the laft Age ; plain, honeft, a 
Humourift, and out of Fafhion: He is equally 
fri& in his Dealings, and inflexible in his Cuftoms 
and Manners, and wou’d think it 4s much an Im- 
morality to change his Hours of Dining or going 
to Bed, as to break any of the Laws in the Statute- 
Book. It is whifper’d in the Neighbourhood, 
that the Juftice has an Eye upon Mr. Freeman 
for one of his Daughters. But tho’ we look upon 
this out Lay-Brother as an unfettled Member, we 
are rather fufpicious that there is fomething car- 
tying on between him and the fair Oxonian 5 What 
makes it the more probable is, that Nep feems or 


(Price Three Half pence.) 


late to be growita little referv'd on this Head: And 
tho’ the following Letter chiefly concerns him, and 
has been receiv’d for fome time, we cannot tell for 


what Reafon he wou’d not confent to have it pub« 
lifh’d till this Day. 


To Mr. Ravenscrorr. 

| , Oxon, Jan. 14. 1724: 
¢ Your cA my lait Letter in your Paper; 
‘in which | complain’d of my filent ie 
vers, has done me fuch a fingular Piece of Ser- 
vice here, that it would be Ingratitude in me not 
« to acknowledge the Obligation. I already find 
the miraculous Effeéts of your making the Dumb 
to fpeak, (tho’ with fouc “tis but opening the 
Mouth of the Afs) infomuch that I begin to think 
with lefs Pleafure of a monaftick Lite ; and e- 
very Addrefs I receive convinces me that my Con- 
{titution is too weak for the Profeffion. No lon- 
ger than fince I began to write, I have {corch’d 
my Night-drefs, which is faid to be an infallible 
Sign of Matrimony, I refolve therefore this way 
to -bid adieu to the dear deluded Sifterhood 5 tho” 
I would not have you imagine I intend to difpofe 
of my felf to any one that muft be infructed’ 
when to fpeak: No, tho’ I take a Pride in gi- 
ving Audience to repeated Vows, and infulting 
my Captives, "tis no more than what is natural 

to Women who have been fo long neglected. 
* I defign fhortly to pay the Town a Vifit, and 
erfonally return Mr. Fatgman Thanks for the 
Peaites he fo lavifhly beftow’d upon me ; and 
tho’ (1 fear) I am not the Angel he takes me to 
be, yet if upon feeing me he fhall think that I 
deferve fo much of the imaginary Character he’s 
pleas’d to give me, as may entitle me to a Man 
of no lefs Parts and Humour than himfelf, 1 
have Reafon to believe he is not fo much a Bi- 
got as not to renounce his Profeflion for a Lady. 
I hope the Society will confent to part with fo 
agreeable a Member, when I promuife to fill his 
Chair (tho’ not to fupply his Place) with an Ad- 
mirer of mine, whom Lintend to fend them for 
a Token, as being better skill’d at Philofophical 

or Moral than Amorous Fifavs. 

‘ When I imparted my Defign of leaving the 
©‘ World to my Confident Daphne ; fhe approv'd 
it fo well, as to refulve her felf to follow my 
«hea: 
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¢ Example. She is yet Proof againft all the Argu- 
¢ ments [ (from Self}Conviction) can urge to the 


é. 


contrary, and defires me to give Notice of her 
Intentions ifi my Letter ; fo that 1 find how het 


Pulfe beats, ,artd by the Symptoms I, am. pretty’ 


{ure her Diftemper is the fame with mine, and 
muft have the fame Remedy. My Service to 
Mr. FREEMAN. 
-Lam;-S 1 R;-— 
Your Oblig’d Humble Servant, 
Diaha Silverfcarf. 


P. S.* MyiFriend has a Favourite Lap-dog which 
fhe can by no means part with, fhe defires the 
Favour of Mr. FREEMAN to intercede with the 


‘ Lady Abbefs for a Difpenfation to keep it. 


Cornwall, San. 28. 1714. 
S I R, : 


cc "THE Place from whence I write this, is an 


_ © old. Manfion Houfe which ftands by it 
felf in this County, at feveral Miles Diftance 
from the neareft Market-Town. There are 
Thirteen Females here in the Family ; and, ex- 
cept Servants, no Male-Inhabitant befides my 
felf. In this our Solitude your Lay-Monks, which 
we have fent us down once a Week, are a great 
Charity to us; tho’ there are fevera! of them 
which the Parfon of our Parifh fays are lofty, 
which indeed we do not underftand. However, 
I have learn’d fo much by them, as well as by 
perufing the Papers of your ingenious Prede- 
ceffors, as to find my felf out to be good for no- 
thing ; and I write this Letter to defire you, af- 
ter | have acquainted you with my Chara&ter, to 
help to difpofe of mein tuch 4 Manner ac Thape 
you will think fuitable to my Inabilities, 

“© | faid there was no Male-Inhabitant here but 
my felf; and I cannot tell whether you will al- 
low me to be one, when you know me. I re- 
member you mention, in one of your Papers, a 
Girl ‘that was bred up in Holland as a Boy, and 
did not know till a certain Age, what was her 
real Sex. The contrary of this is pretty near 

ay Cafe 5 and I fhall be glad to be inform’d by 
you, wheiher Lama Maz or no. Tam now in 
the Year of my Non-age T'wenty Two, being the 
only furviving Sox of a Gentleman of a midling 
Fortune and good Extraction, who dying when 
I was very young, left me to be wholly manag’d 
by my Mother, and Seven Sifters all elder than 
my felf. By this Means living always at home, 
and feeing but little Male-Company, [am grown 
an effeminate fhamefac’d Fool, difown’d by 
Men, and defpis’d, as Inow perceive, by the 
Women. My Mother, who 1s an excellent Houfe- 
Wife, would never put me to School or to the 
Univerfity, becaufe, as fhe faid, fhe could not 
ipare me from her Family-Affairs. You muft 
know, I have been employ’d by her for fome 
time as a kind of Under-Houfe-keeper, and by 


the reit of the Family, asan Affidtant in making 


‘< and altering their Cloaths ; and am_ by this 


‘ > ‘cr ’ ¢ ia % Fr cn f= 
Means grown a perfe& Mafter, or rather Mt/ftre{s, 


in all Feminine Accomplifhments : I can fow, 
flourifh, dreis a Head, and raife Paite ; my Mo. 
ther fays I took my Learning naturally, and my 
a. wears a Gown, which, it feems, ] 
work’d. when I was but Nine Years old. I haye 
helpi to furnifh the reft of them, upon Oc. 
cafion, with Aprons, Pin-cufhions and quilted 
Petticoats. ‘They talk of them at their Vifits 
about the County; and | begin to be-afham’d to 
hear my Work {o often commended. 

« You sill guefs, Sir, by the Hand of this Let- 
ter, which you ‘fee is the Italian, that I was 
taught’ to write at home. That my Clerkthip 
might not lye idle, “I have been frequently em- 
ploy’d in copying Receipts, and afhxing ‘Titles 
to diitii’d Waters, which I likewife help to 
make. I have indeed {tole the greateft Part of 
my Learning from a Shelf in my Mother's Clo- 
fet, where, beinga Lover of Books, I fell very 
very young to reading The Ait of Cookery, The 
Queen’s Clofet open’d, and fome others of the tike 
Kind, which I thought very Ingenious, and 
which help’d to make me that fetal Perfon in 
the Family which Lam. At my Leifure-Hours 
I have diverted my felf with Painting upon Glafs, 
and cutting Trees in Paper. 

‘© [ made a Journey with my Lady-Mother laf 
Summer to Town, about fome Law-Bufinefs ; 
and having for fome time perceiv’d that I had 
been us’d like a Fool, { had refolv’d to break 
from her, and afflert my Mazhood, but I could 
find no Company that would receive me. The 
Men put me out of Countenance with their 
Senfe ; and the Ladies talk’d any thing betore 
me, as if there was no Man inthe Room. If 


don’t know, whether there is any fuch Club in 
Town, as the Beef-Stake-Club 5 1 was told there 


was, and a Kinfman of mine, who they fay is a 
Wit, advis'd me (in Jeft I fuppofe) to learn to 
Smoke, and enter my felfa Member of it: But 
in fhort I found it was too late to get a new 
Education, fo I was glad to fneak home again 


- with my Mother, and to hide my Head in the 


Country. 

‘© Dear Mr. Ravenscrorr, What fhall I do? 
Tam weary of this Courfe of Life, and yet am 
at a Lofs how to enter upon any other. Iam 
afraid my Effeminacy is not wholly owing to 
my Breeding; and I believe, after all, I was 
really defign’d to be a Woman. 1 have ‘a Sitter 


‘ (who I fancy has robb’d me of my Birth-right) 


that isa Romp, and rides a Hunting with the 
Gentlemen in a Hat and Feather. JT have re- 
folv’d to change Cloaths with her, and will ven- 
ture up once more to Town in a Drefs. more 
fuitable to my Qualifications. And what I would 
beg of you, 1s, That you would make an Inte- 
reft for me with the Abbefs of the Lay-Nunnery 
you have told us of, that I may be receiv’d as 
one of the Sifterhood, which will very much 
oblige : 
Your Humble Servant, 
Francis (or, if you pleafe) 
Frances Maiden'y 
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